
they were oppoeed to the regulation of the patent med¬
icine business. We understand that another bill is in
course of preparation and will be introduced imme¬
diately. We sincerely hope that the physicians on the
committee will at least vote in favor of letting it come
out into the open, in which case it is likely to pass, be¬
cause public sentiment is in favor of the proposed legis¬
lation. It certainly will if physicians do their full duty.
The fight against fraud in "patent medicines" is on

in Maryland, Mississippi, New York, New Jersey, South
Carolina, Virginia, Iowa, Ohio, Kentucky and in some
other states. In each of these states, we believe, the state
society has a committee on legislation. It is the duty of
that committee to take the lead in the movement; if
there is no committee, then it is the duty of the president
of the state association to see that the medical profession
in his state is at least given an opportunity to act. If
those fail to act who have been appointed or elected to
represent and lead the profession in movements in which
it is interested, then little successful work may be ex¬

pected, unless some unusually public-spirited member
comes forward and takes the lead.
Our profession claime to act on altruietic motivee;

here ie an opportunity for its members to demonstrate
its altruism by work. The movement against the "Great
American Fraud" is being made by non-medical men;
should we not support them? Is it not our duty to do
this? Can we do less than help in this propaganda
against the unrestricted greed of those nostrum manu¬

facturers who are not only swindling the people, but un¬
dermining their health and who even sacrifice human
life to satisfy their greed? The facts recorded on page
666 of this issue concerning one nostrum alone should
be sufficient to arouse every physician to appreciate what
his duty is.

THE BOSTON SESSION OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION.

The Boston session of the American Medical Associa-
tion will be the largest ever held. There is no doubt of
it. It will be forty-one years since the Association met
in New England, and the historical attractions will, of
themselves, be sufficient to draw many to the meeting.
The members of the profession from New York\p=m-\city
and state\p=m-\willgo as they have never gone before.
From the south, the southwest and the extreme west
there are more inquiries about railroad rates, accommo-dations at Boston, etc., than in any other year. New
England itself is also being heard from in a way to
show that it will be unusually well represented at the
session. The officers of nearly all the sections reportfilled programs unusually early and more evidence ofinterest in scientific work. While the passenger associa-tions have not acted definitely, those in authority havegiven assurances that half rates will prevail, with theextension of time to those who want to extend theirvisit in New England. It is hoped that provisions willbe made to accommodate those who want to go by one

route—say by the lakes—and return by another. Many
foreigners have already accepted invitations to attend,
among them Professor Trendelenburg, Leipzig, Ger¬
many ; Mr. Eeginald Harrison, London, Eng. ; Professor
von Posthorn, Heidelberg, Germany; Professor Diihrs-
sen, Berlin, Germany, and Professor von Frey, Würz-burg, Germany. Hence we repeat: The Boston session
of the American Medical Association will be the largest
ever held—and the Boston people know it and are act¬
ing accordingly. Committees have been working for
months making preparations, and they promise goodaccommodations and a thoroughly interesting and
profitable time to all who attend.

THE PHILIPPINE JOURNAL OF SCIENCE.
We are glad to welcome into the journalistic field

such a fine periodical as the Philippine Journal ofScience, the first issue of which has just made its ap-
pearance. This journal takes the place of the bulletins
formerly issued by the Bureau of Government Labora-
tories of the Philippine Islands. The periodical is to
contain original articles by members of the bureau staff,
as well as by others who are doing scientific work in the
Philippine Islands and adjacent countries of the Orient.The journal will thus have the unique function of pre-senting the united scientific results achieved in con-tiguous countries in the tropics. With the growing in-
terest which is being taken in tropical medicine, it
seems certain that a publication of this character will
secure a large number of readers. The present issuecontains articles on "The Water Relations of the Coco-nut Palm," by E. B. Copeland; "The Coconut and ItsRelation to the Production of Coconut Oil," by H. S.Walker; "The Occurrence of Schistosoma Japonicumvel Cattoi in the Philippine Islands," by P. G. Woolley,and "A Study of Some Tropical Ulcérations of the Skinwith Reference to Their Etiology," by R. W. Strong.The last is illustrated profusely by excellent photo¬micrographs of histologie sections of the skin. Themechanical work of the journal is excellent. - It is an¬nounced that the journal will be issued in approximatelyten numbers a year.

THE PURE-FOOD BILL.
Rather contrary to expectations, the Heyburn Pure

Food Bill passed the Senate February 21 with only fourdissenting votes. The constitutional objections to thebill, raised by Senator Spooner, seem rather far fetchedand we think he is only making excuses for his opposi-tion. The standard for food and drinks is purity, orat least safety, and a plain statement on the package ofwhat its contents consists; and these ought to be a suffi-ciently definite standard and certainly within the spiritof the best good for the public. The bill has now to gobefore the House, and it is openly charged by presscorrespondents that a number of votes were given tothe bill with the understanding that it would not bedisposed of by the House at this session. The friendsof pure food must prevent the realization of this ex-
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